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Keystone testing will be held 
May 13 through May 16 at 
PAHS.

The PASD art show will be 
held 6-9 p.m. at JSC May 17.

May 18 is the PAHS senior 
prom, 5:30 through 11 p.m at 
St. Nicholas Hall. 

School will be closed May 27 
for Memorial Day.

Junior Rebecca Ohnmacht 
plays the piano at history 
night April 23. She and her 
group gave a nontraditional 
presentation on Vaudeville by 
performing while informing 
their audience. “Those acts 
were acts in the Vaudeville 
performance back then,” 
Ohnmacht said. 

The reason I became 
a band director was 

because of my experiences 
here at Pottsville, so I thought 
the opportunity to come back 
to Pottsville and become the 
band director here was just 
a dream of a lifetime, pretty 
much, for me,” Mr. Craig 
Shoener, band director, said.
 Mr. Shoener took over for 
Mr. Richard Fries as band 
director at the start of the 
2012-2013 school year. Mr. 
Shoener is a 1981 graduate 
of PAHS and Mr. Fries was 
his band director, so this 
position was something he 
was interested in.
 “[Having Mr. Shoener 
as the band director] was 
different at first, but I grew 
to like him,” senior Devina 
Hummel said. “I really like 
him now. He’s done a really 
good job with the band.”
 Mr. Shoener didn’t change 
the band too much this 
year. He hopes to keep as 
many traditions alive as he 
can. The only vital change 
he made was the marching 
style. The style previously 
was strictly high-step 
marching for all shows and 
performances, but now, only 

parades and the pre-game 
show are in high-step, which 
requires band members to lift 
their legs 22.5 inches above 
the ground and march at a 
45 degree angle with the 
toe pointed down. Starting 
this year, the band did the 
glide step (also known as the 
roll step) which is heel-toe 
walking.
 “I feel that we should have 
kept [the step] traditional, 
but change is always good,” 
senior Dylan Schartel said.
 The band concert was held 
May 2 in the Robert Wachter 
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. They 
played a selection of marches 
and musical arrangements 
totaling 13 songs.
 This year’s band banquet 
was held May 5 from 5-8 
p.m. in D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School cafeteria. The band 
and band front were both in 
attendance. The banquet was 
also open to family members, 
staff and band boosters.   
 Senior Michael Halcovage 
said a prayer before dinner. 
The Crimson Aides and Mr. 
Shoener both gave separate 
as well as joined speeches. 
Senior band officers Kathleen 
Burke, Joseph Natishak, 

John Shoener and Halcovage 
gave speeches as well.
 Senior band members 
were honored for their 
commitment to the PAHS 
band with awards. In addition, 
second-year members 
received their velvet red 
and white letter P’s for their 
dedication and hard work.  
These are the only letters in 
the school that are white and 
have “band” imprinted on 
them; all of the other letters 

are red and don’t have any 
words.
 A senior video was also 
created so that seniors may 
be remembered for years to 
come. Due to technical 
difficulties, the video was not 
played at the banquet this 
year.
 “My hope for next year is 
that we reach the level that 
we are at—if not greater 
than—this group,” Mr. 
Shoener said.

Tradition carries on at Pottsville
HARMONIZE — Members of the Pottsville Area High School band play their instruments during the 82nd spring 
concert in the Robert Wachter Auditorium. The song was An American Elegy by Frank Ticheli. 

Photo by Gracie casey

Photo by brittany sullivan

GraPhic by anGelo Disabella

PAHS band continues customs in transitional year

Photo by corey schuster

PRAISE — Mr. Craig Shoener congratulates senior Caitlin Goodman for 
her commitment to the PAHS band. Goodman received her senior band 
award at the band banquet May 5.

What are seniors 
doing this summer?

Based on a poll of 100 seniors
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 Tide Lines is the online and print news 
publication of Pottsville Area High School. 
It is produced by the students of the 
Communications and Mass Media class. 
It is written for the Pottsville Area School 
District community and is distributed free 
of charge. Secondary audiences include 
other school journalism programs and 

organizations which promote the development of scholastic journalism, as well 
as people worldwide with the ability to visit the website. 
 Readers can access Tide Lines print issue archives at http://www.pottsville.
k12.pa.us/tidelines. Tide Lines is updated daily online and can be viewed at 
http://www.pahstidelines.com. 
 The Editorial Board is the decision-making body of the newspaper which 
governs its day-to-day operation. The Tide Lines staff has adopted the following 
editorial policy to express the rights, responsibilities and philosophy of the Tide 
Lines newspaper and website. 
 Tide Lines is an accessible public forum which provides information and 
entertainment in addition to various viewpoints on debatable issues in the form 
of editorials and columns. Funds for production come from advertising and the 
Pottsville Area School District. 
 As an open forum, Tide Lines sells advertisements for publicity and to pay for 
printing costs. The basic rate is eight dollars per column inch in each print issue 
or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference 
to illegal or controlled products, services, substances, paraphernalia or any 
other advertisement deemed inappropriate to the Pottsville community. 
 As a responsible newspaper, Tide Lines will not intentionally invade the 
privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and 
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is 
the goal of the staff. 

 Opinions will be clearly marked and found on the editorial pages or as 
designated on other pages. Corrections will be published online or printed in 
the next issue when mistakes are found or brought to the attention of the staff. 
Original stories will carry bylines, although stories by someone other than the 
original author will not receive a byline. 
 Commentaries and opinion columns are the expressed opinion of the author 
and not of Tide Lines and its Editorial Board or its adviser. Furthermore, the 
opinions conveyed are not those of the Pottsville Area School District, faculty or 
School Board. 
 Letters to the editor, guest columns and all materials submitted must include 
the author’s name, signature and class or position. Typed, double-spaced letters 
are preferred, but legible, handwritten submissions, are acceptable. Letters 
can be mailed, hand-delivered or emailed. Tide Lines will not publish anything 
deemed libelous, obscene or in poor taste, in accordance with the Supreme 
Court’s justified standards. Rights are reserved to postpone, edit or withhold 
from publication anything submitted which does not meet specifications. The 
meaning of any submission will not be altered, but Tide Lines reserves the right 
to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation when necessary. Additionally, Tide 
Lines refuses to print criticisms that are not constructive and supported by facts. 
 Tide Lines is a member of the Pennsylvania School Press Association, 
the National Scholastic Press Association, the Quill and Scroll International 
Honorary Society for High School Journalists and the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 
 Members of the staff are guided by the Canons of Journalism of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, a code of ethics which outline the principles of 
responsibility, fairness and accuracy. 
 The Tide Lines editorial policies reflect the philosophies of scholastic 
journalism. The goal of Tide Lines is to uphold its policy at all costs, unless 
it violates the basic protections of journalists or the freedom accorded all 
journalists under the Pennsylvania School Code. 
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Pottsville Area High School
16th Street and Elk Avenue

Pottsville, PA, 17901
www.pahstidelines.com

Autumn Minnich
Staff Writer

The morning of April 6, 17-year-old junior John Paul 
Kramer, Jr. passed away. Kramer was born September 

29, 1995, in Pottsville. He attended Schuylkill Technology 
Center and PAHS. Kramer enjoyed being with his friends 
and four wheeling.
 April 14, a memorial service was held at 3 p.m. at 
Evangelical United Methodist Church. Contributions made 
to the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia were accepted, 
and James E. Humphrey Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Pottsville Area mourns deaths of two students 

The morning of April 6, 14-year-old Sabastion Hunt, a 
seventh grader at D.H.H. Lengel Middle School, passed 

away at Schuylkill Medical Center, South Jackson Street. 
Hunt was born December 11, 1998, in Allentown.  Hunt 
enjoyed anything outdoors, including camping, fishing and 
four wheeling. He also enjoyed playing football with his 
brothers and friends. Hunt also liked the Philadelphia Eagles.
 April 12, a viewing and a religious service were held 
at Life Centre Foursquare Gospel Church. Memorial 
contributions to Robert A. Evans Jr. Funeral Home were 
made to help with Hunt’s funeral costs. 

Alex Disabella and Autumn Minnich
Staff Writers

 “People will have nightmares,” junior Shyanne Lipsky 
said. 
 These were the words spoken to describe the history 
night presentation of the Ku Klux Klan. The Ku Klux Klan 
was known for their violent means of murder. Lipsky and 
juniors Kayla Docherty and Tristyn McKeown presented 
their project with not only a slideshow, but also a make-
shift fire.  

 History Night has been a PAHS tradition for 
approximately 20 years. Juniors who take the American 
History III honors classes with Mr. Charles Taronis must 
choose a topic and present it to the public. 
 A red carpet and a leather rope with a bouncer marked 
the entrance to “Cinema of the 20th Century” presented 
by Sara Wojcik, Hannah Hench, Taylor Repp, Emily Brinich 
and Michaela Connors. (Junior Angelo Disabella played 
the role of the bouncer.) This presentation consisted of a 
slideshow on filmakers and what they have contributed 
to film history, a director’s chair and plenty of popcorn to 
pass around.  
 “I think they really enjoyed [the presentation] and 
thought that it was very informative,” Connors said. 
 Sara Gibson, Margot Shrift, Rebecca Ohnmacht, Jolyn 
Rodrian and Jen Eckert presented “Vaudeville.” Their 
presentation was like a movie because it had a narrator, 
and it was paused and played throughout. Halfway 
through, Ohnmacht played a piece on the piano to 
emphasize the music used at that time. 
 Poodle skirts were a popular fashion trademark in 
the 1950s. Cinderella first hit theatres in America as an 
animated film in 1950. The mafia first emerged in the 
mid-nineteenth century in Sicily. These are only a few of 
the many interesting facts the groups at History Night 
provided.
 “I think [the audience] learned a lot of interesting details 
about history that aren’t put in history books,” junior Kiera 
Healey-Fort said.

Juniors experience “time travel” during History Night 

SHOWCASE — Handing out Hershey’s chocolate, junior Madeline 
Suender and her group present their History Night project on 
Milton Hershey and his achievements.

Photo by brittany Sullivan

LEFT: John Paul Kramer is photographed in his school picture 
from his junior year. 
RIGHT: Sabastion Hunt’s photo is from his seventh grade year. 
Both boys passed away in April.

Corrections
In the March issue, the front 
cover photo credited to Brittany 
Sullivan should have been 
credited to Gracie Casey.

PhotoS courteSy of lifetouch 
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A  large amount of students in the high        
school hail from St. Clair, Port Carbon, 

New Philadelphia, Kaska and Middleport 
where the students first attend school 
in St. Clair. Those students may not 
recognize it going there today.
 With plans that started back in 2011, 
and construction that started in 2012, 
St. Clair Elementary/Middle School has 
started extensive projects to improve the 
school, adding to the existing building.
 “Being a past student, I’m almost 
envious of the kids who are going to be 
able to make us of all the new renovations 
ay the school. But, at the same time, I 
feel satisfied in knowing that the school is 
growing and continuing to improve itself, 
even after I, or anyone else in our grade, 
for that matter, can make use of it,” Randy 
Rubright, PAHS senior, said.
 Many new classrooms are being added 
to the building, including six classrooms, 
two special education rooms, a music 
room and an instruction room. 
The instruction room will be 
a place for full grade levels 
to gather to see certain 
presentations and 
performers. It will 
have raised seating 
and large multi-
media screens. 
 ”I think the 
renovations 
are great. 
The school 
was running 
out of room for 
students. The addition 
is being built at a great 
speed, too. It just makes the 
whole school look better,” Cody 
Lubinsky, PAHS sophomore, 
said.
 Outside the classrooms, 
the renovation has given the 
building new floors and lockers in the 
hallways. Smaller stairwells at the back 
of the school have been removed to fit 
four new offices for guidance counselors, 
social workers and physical and 
occupational therapists.  Outside, 23 
on-site parking lots are being painted, 
which will include spots for handicapped 
students. The play yard is being moved to 
the roof of the building and will include a 
full basketball and volleyball court.  New 
bleachers are also being installed at the 
stadium.
 “I think it’s kind of nifty about the 
playground on the roof. I’m kind of jealous 
of the kids who get to play up there,” 
Christopher Hillman, PAHS senior, said.
 In the gym, the thin rubber floor that 
used to be there has been replaced by 
a one-inch thick matted surface. A new 

wireless scoreboard system has also been 
installed.
 “I think it’s good for the school. If they 
have the money to do it, then it’s a great 
investment. I’m sure the kids from St. 
Clair are going to appreciate it,” Charles 
Naradko, PAHS senior, said.
 Currently, the school has mobile laptop 
carts that travel from room to room. 
Once renovations are complete, like the 
scoreboard, the school will be completely 
wireless.
 One of the biggest changes was in the 
school cafeteria, which was expanded 
both in the lunchroom and kitchen. 
Students have many more choices and 
are able to select a variety of sides with 
their meals. A salad bar was constructed, 
along with large coolers for different 
drinks.
 “I graduated from the high school 
in 1980. There have been lots of 
improvements since then. This project 
is one of the biggest ones we ever did. 
Two-thirds is existing upgrades, while one-
third is new developments,” Mr. Thomas 

Kaledas, St. Clair school board member, 
said.

 One of the biggest concerns 
for both faculty and parents 

was security. The front 
entrance was changed 
so that there is now an 
outer fence the blocks 
out the courtyard. 
There is a camera 
and a buzzer where 
people are let in 
after identifying 
themselves.  
After that there 
is another door 
with both       

intercom and buzzer if additional 
information is needed before entering.
 The main offices are also locked, so 

people cannot get access to other parts of 
the building without being let   inside. 
Key cards 
will allow certain people access during 
specific times of the day, week or month. 
These cards can be turned off at any time.
 “Well, it’s very much needed. The 
school was in very bad condition. 
People didn’t realize. It’s definitely an 
improvement,” Mrs. Erin Murhon, St. Clair 
school board treasurer, said.
 Originally, the construction was 
expected to be completed in late June; 
however, it now looks like it will be finished 
by the end of May, with most done by the 
end of April. 
 “[We are] under budget and ahead of 
schedule,” Mrs. Kendy Hinkel, school 
principal, said. “It’s gone as well as 
anyone could hope for. It’s beautiful.”

St. Clair improves school building
Tyler Pangonis
Staff Writer

Time flies. The four years one spends in high school are the beginning of 
his future. The first chapter of an unfinished novel. What one does in this 

short time defines who he will be later in life.Involvement is the passageway to 
getting to where one wants to be. It is the key to the door of the future. High school 
is where the involvement begins, where joining in is the way to succeed.
 Clubs, band, drama, sports teams; they are opportunities for one to 
participate. By joining band or drama or a sports team, one is narrowing down 
his options for the future. By participating in clubs such as a language club, Key 
Club or SADD, one is determining what he enjoys. It is better to start early on, 
in high school, than to wait until college.
 Waiting until college slows the process down. Think of involvement like the 
snowball effect. If one joins clubs in high school, then the snowball picks up 
speed and keeps rolling until one is accepted into college and knows exactly what 
he wants to do. If clubs are not a part of a person’s high school career, then the 
snowball loses speed and eventually stops.
 Whether it is a language club, band or a sports team, high school is the time 

to experiment. Even if one does not know if he will like it, it does not hurt to try. 
Trying new things is what helps one to figure out his “destiny,” for lack of a 
better word. 
 By not participating, one is only hurting oneself. Waiting is not the answer. 
By waiting, one is procrastinating. Procrastination is one of the biggest setbacks 
of high school students. People wait too long to get involved. It looks better if one 
has been a member of a club for his four years in high school than if he had 
only joined for his senior year.
 People are defined by what they do. If one joins in and participates, people 
will have a better understanding of him, like colleges. The more one has on his 
college application the better, especially if he has had some experience in high 
school.
  High school is the time to experiment and experience. Involvement helps 
one to prepare himself for his future, wherever that may take him. Everyone has 
a path he must travel and joining in clears that path of confusion. Time does 
indeed fly when one is involved in high school.

GraPhic by

Kim KroznuSKi

editor-in-chief

Chirps

Charlie’s Pizza & 
Sub Shop

1401 W. Market St.
Pottsville, PA

17901

Kelsey Hranchock
News and Features Editor

May might seem like a month of 
relaxation and freedom before 

summer break, but to the members of 
Envirothon, it is a time to crack down and 
study trivia. 
 “[Envirothon is] a competition that tests 
students’ ability to understand their local 
ecosystems,” Mr. Adrian Portland, PAHS 
biology teacher and Envirothon advisor, 
said. 
 Envirothon was held May 7 at the 
Schuylkill County Fairgrounds. Junior 
Caitlin Croley and seniors Margo Rennick, 
Cody McDonald, Jacob Tarconish, Eric 
Yoder and Lindsey Vigoda represented 
Pottsville at the competition. 
 “We study the Northeastern 
Pennsylvania environment, like the plants 
and animals,” Rennick said. 
 Envirothon is held at local, state and 
national levels. Mr. Portland gave the 
students packets at the beginning of the 
year that include the information they will 
have to know.
 “We started awhile ago having meetings 
every Thursday after school and we just 
reviewed the subjects that we know are 
going to be talked about and discussed 
in the Envirothon,” Tarconish said.  
 Last year there were 12 high school 
teams and Pottsville finished seventh.  
 “I think it’s a great experience. Next 
year we’re going to add a middle school 
and elementary team,” Mr. Portland said.  
 As Envirothon approached, Mr. Portland 
took the members on after school trips to 
Hawk Mountain, the JFK bike path and 
the Schuylkill Fairgrounds so they could 
gain field experience. 
 “I think it’s a great opportunity,” 
Tarconish said. “Last year, even though I 
wasn’t a part of it, we did very well for just 
being thrown in the mix. I think this year, 
because we had time to work on it, we’re 
going to go very far.”

Staff Editorial

“I really do not think this 
North Korea threat is 
really going to happen. 
USA is a lot more 
powerful than them.” 
@JacobSpece10 
#nothappening

“The Boston marathon 
tragedy is one of the 
worst things I have ever 
heard. The thing that 
really upsets me is the 
young boy that was 
killed.” @KelsieLynn10 
#horrible

“There have been 
so many tragedies 
happening recently and 
then the fertilizer plant 
blew up to even add 
to the horrible events. 
It is very upsetting.” 
@ColeDemcher9 
#cantbelieveit

“The fact that a letter 
laced with poison was 
sent to the president is 
really frightening. It’s 
like, what’s next?” @
AndreaSanders10 
#creepy
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Involvement in high school years is key to one’s academics

GraPhic by

Kim KroznuSKi

editor-in-chief
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Local theater to perform Little Mermaid Jr. with youth
Emily Heinbach
Staff Writer

Chirps
“Saw the Met. Too 
much to see in one 
day. Loved the Greek 
gallery. Kids were 
great. Trip was fun. 
You should see it.” 
#AmazingArt!
@Ms.BethPillus

“I had so much fun 
in D.C. I was really 
excited that I was 
in front of the White 
House. There was a 
lot of amazing things 
to see there.”
 #WhiteHouse 
@NicoleEllex12

“D.C. is a cool 
city. There’s a lot 
of different people 
and a ton of history 
spread throughout.”
#SeniorTrip 
@JoshBickelman12

“I thought that 
the field trip to 
Gettysburg was a 
great experience. It 
made me way more 
interested in the Civil 
War. I also thought 
that it was cool that 
a major battle of 
the Civil War was 
fought so close to 
Pottsville.”
#LocalHistory 
@SaraLeibel9

Starting May 17, the Actors Guild of Schuylkill County is putting 
together a performance of The Little Mermaid Junior. The cast, 

directed and choreographed by Ms. Amy Mills,  includes kids from 
Schuykill County between the ages of five and 17. 
 The director held tryouts for the play January 15 and 17. From 
there she contacted each young actor or actress about the part he 
or she received. A total of 50 kids tried out and all of them received 
a part. 
 They have been practicing since January two to four times a 
week with each practice being around two and a half hours long. 
Along with all the practicing, a set, costumes and props must be 
made and purchased. 
 “Amy is a great choreographer, and I am so glad to be part of the 
show,” seventh grader Lauren Hunter said.
 The Little Mermaid Junior was chosen for a younger audience 
to understand. The director cut some songs that Prince Eric 
would typically sing and some unimportant scenes. The plot and 
everything else will be kept the same. Ariel will swim to the surface 
often to see the humans dance with their feet and wish to be a 
human.
 The main characters are Prince Eric, Ariel, six mersisters, 
Flounder, Sebastian, Ursula and the six princesses. 
 Ms. Mills has been trying her best to keep the costumes similar 
to the original show. So far the six mersisters have their costumes, 
and they resemble actual mermaids.
 “My sister told me about the show, and I’m glad I auditioned. It 
is a great show and I love it,” seventh grader Julia Brinich said.
 There is a total of four Pottsville Area High School students 
in the play: senior Tyler Pangonis, who plays Prince Eric, juniors 
Emily Brinich, who is a part of principal court, and Kayla Kasmari, 
who is a princess, and freshman Ashley Smith, who is a mersister. 
There are also a few Pottsville students from the middle school and 
elementary school in the play. 
 “This play has given me a chance to meet great, new people,” 
seventh grader Olivia Eagan said.
 The cast performed portions of The Little Mermaid Junior at the 
elementary school April 26. Only the third graders were allowed to 
see the performance because it was part of their Karen’s Heroes 
tradition where, for a week, they are treated to various shows and 
parties.
 “I thought the play was awesome and so cute,” third grader Ava 
Cesari said.

 If one is interested in seeing the performance of The Little 
Mermaid Junior, he can go to the Sovereign Majestic Theater May 
17 and 18 at 7:00 p.m. and May 19 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 
each and are available by calling the Sovereign Majestic Theater or 
emailing Ms. Mills at actorsguildscho@hotmail.com.

Seniors plan summer break with relaxation in mind
Ashley Delp
Style & Entertainment Editor

As the school year draws to a close, 
most seniors are planning to go off to 

college or the military or straight into the 
work force. Many are taking the summer 
to relax before moving onto bigger things 
in their lives. 

 Extreme Sports — Seeking a rush 
of adrenaline this summer? Try bungee 
jumping or sky diving, but be careful. 
There is a high level of danger involved 
in these sports. Those planning on 
attempting an extreme sport should also 
plan on accommodating the physical 
needs. The price varies  based on what 
one would like to do. Bungee jumping 
can range from $100 to $250 depending 
on what one wants to experience and 
how many time he would like to jump. As 
for sky diving, it all depends on how one 
would like to dive. The least one could 
pay is $190. “I want to try sky diving this 
summer. The rush seems like it would 
totally be worth it,” senior Tyler Holley said.
 28 seniors’ votes

 Beach Trip — Some people are 
using the summer to relax and enjoy 
themselves before heading off to various 
post-high school options. Seniors are 
going to be flooding the beaches for a 
little sun, sand and fun. Building bonfires, 
soaking up the sun and enjoying time 
with friends is what many seniors plan 
on doing while at the beach. Many will 

venture off to Stone Harbor, Avalon or 
Ocean City. “I am going to [the beach 
for] senior week and a family vacation,” 
senior Josh Bickelman said.
 41 seniors’ votes

 Foreign Countries — Many 
seniors are choosing to be much 
more adventurous this summer. They 
are choosing to spend their summers 
immersed in a different culture by going 
to a foreign country. Along with cultural 
differences, one can face language 
barriers if going to a foreign-speaking 
country. Some are spending time across 
the pond in England for an easier cultural 
shift. They will only have to learn different 
slang words, like “barmy,” which means 
crazy or mad,  instead of a whole new 
language. “I am going to Europe for 
two and a half weeks this summer. I’m 
leaving in the middle of June and going 
to Iceland, Ireland, Liverpool, London, 
Amsterdam, Germany, Switzerland and 
Paris,” senior Anthony Wiscount said.
 14 seniors’ votes

 Some of the choices are cheaper 
than others, but what it all boils down 
to is what one enjoys. Whether it be 
learning about other cultures, helping 
those in need or just trying something 
new, seniors are taking the time to enjoy 
themselves with friends and family after 
high school.

Tide Lines Senior Summer Plans
Photos by tim Panchari

“I’m dressing up as my 
favorite superhero and 
going to Comic-Con 2013!” 
 — Kim Kroznuski 
Editor-in-Chief

“I plan on spending as much 
time as I can outside. I want to 
enjoy my summer while I can.” 
— Ashley Delp
Style & Entertainment Editor

“My goal for the summer is to 
keep practicing my trumpet for 
college.”  
— John Shoener
Production Editor-in-Chief

“This summer I will be playing 
a lot of ultimate frisbee.”  
— Ryan Coyle
Sports Editor

“I’m planning a beach trip, a 
camping trip and a five-day 
long movie festival.”  
— Tyler Pangonis
Staff Writer

PERFORM —  Above: The cast gathers together for a meeting before 
practice begins. Below: Senior Tyler Pangonis sings “Fathoms Below” 
during a rehearsal for The Little Mermaid Junior. Shows will be held May 
17-19 at 7:00 p.m. on the 17th and 18th and at 2:00 p.m. on the 19th. 

Photos by Emily brinich
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Quick! Flashback! Where were you three years 
ago, six months, three weeks and four days 

ago? Me? I was in my classes freshman year. 
Time goes by quicker than one would think. More 
often than not, I am thinking about where the time 
has gone.
 Just look at this past year. It was gone before I 
knew it. 
 “Time flies when you are having fun.” 
 We are all told this multiple times in our lives. 
Boy oh boy, is it true. No matter how chaotic 
life gets, I always manage to have fun. Whether 
it be at work, school or home, there is always 
something that sparks a memory.
 This year alone has so many momentous 
occasions. My niece is going to be born, I am 
graduating and I turned 18 all within months of 
each other. It still feels like freshman year some 
days. When the day drags on and on, I cannot 
help but wish it is over. I remember countless 
times wishing the day was over freshman year.
 With the school year drawing to a close, I 
like to think back on the past four years and 
remember all that has changed since then. My 
friends are an obvious one. Half of my “best 
friends” from freshman year either: a) I hate; b) I 
do not talk to; c) a combination of a and b; or d) 
they have completely changed for the worse.
 Sometimes one will hate a person, and the next 
year that person can be one’s best friend. Friends 
change. They will always change no matter how 
much of a fight is put up.
 Change is inevitable in high school. Everyone 
changes and fighting is futile. Embrace it and let it 
guide you, but make sure those changes are what 
you want.
 “Enjoy it while you can.” Life goes on no matter 
how much one does not want it to. People make 
mistakes in high school, but they will be amusing 
stories to tell their children. 
  Mistakes are worth making every now and 
then. They help one grow and move forward in 
life. But, overall, mistakes are what one wanted 
then and there. Even Albert Einstein knew the 
truth about making mistakes. He once said, 
“Anyone who has never made a mistake has 
never tried anything new.”
 Remember to grow from mistakes. They help 
us become the people we are. 
 Take joy in the little things in life. Robert 
Frost once said, “In three words I can sum up 
everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.” So 
do not worry about mistakes, do not worry about 
the changes to come and do not worry about 
how fast time goes by. 
 Have fun. It is high school. Discover yourself. 
Live long and prosper. Go crazy. Be loud. Enjoy 
the simple things. Let life go on.

In the 
Spotlight

GraPhic by 
anGElo disabElla

Production Editor

Ashley Delp
Style & Entertainment Editor

Mistakes make 
memories, not regrets

60 Seconds with a Guidance Counselor
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Go to pahstdelines.com to see more answers.

Seanna McCabe
Staff Writer

Scholars gain knowledge through field trips

Harrisburg. New York City. Gettysburg. 
Washington D.C. All of these places have been 

visited by PAHS students in the past couple of 
months as educational field trips. Locations from 
museums to cemeteries have been thoroughly 
explored. These cultural experiences gave 
student opportunities that they may not have had 
otherwise.
 In February, government students visited 
Harrisburg to take a tour of the state Capitol and 
meet with legislators. These students were featured 
on the television show “The Argall Report.”
 “I thought [being on a television show] was a 

unique experience. It was neat being up close and 
personal with our senators,” senior Dylan Schartel 
said.
 Sketch Club members had a chance to attend a 
famous New York Museum April 11. Club members 
toured the Metropolitan Museum of Art, splitting 
into four groups and viewing the displays.
 “It was a wonderful experience to visit such a 
distinguished museum. I wish I could have seen 
all the pieces of artwork there,” freshman Abigail 
Young said. “My favorite, at least gallery-wise, 
was the European Art gallery because of all the 
unbelievable paintings within it, some looking like 
actual photographs.”
 Freshmen and a select few juniors and seniors 
went on a guided battlefield tour of Gettysburg April 
16. Students had the opportunity to see history unfold 
before their eyes while listening to the tour guides.
 “My favorite part of the Gettysburg tour was 
the cemetery presentation,” freshman Hayes 
Krammes said. “There, I realized how many lives 
were lost and that these people came from families. 
It seemed that every family, from both sides, [was] 
missing a brother, uncle, father, etc. America was in 
grief.”
 The 100 government students visiting Washington, 
D.C., April 23 toured the Capitol. Students had the 
opportunity to sit in on a session of Congress and 
view the senate. They even had the chance to see 
the Lincoln Memorial.

Tradition. It is what Pottsville Area High School 
is built upon. From the senior murals to the 

band, traditions are ever prominent in PAHS. The 
marching band is continuing this practice in its 
uniforms. Every ten to 12 years, the band updates 
its uniforms, and this summer, new uniforms are 
being purchased. 
 “The history and the tradition of the school 
[influenced] a lot of the ideas that I put into the 
uniforms. [They] reflect the history and tradition of 
the school.,” Mr. Craig Shoener, band director, said. 
 The uniforms are going to combine both new 
and old elements. Sticking to the colors red, black 
and white, the uniforms adhere to classic designs. 
The coat is red with silver buttons along the side. 
A white sash falls along the right hand side. The 
uniform is still going to have black pants.
 Band members will wear a red hat with a white 
feathered plume. Dinkles, a common brand of 
marching band shoes, will also change from white 
to black to add a more streamlined effect. The 

concept of the uniforms is to offer a throwback 
style with a modern twist.
 Along with the 140 band member uniforms, 
majorettes and band front are receiving new uniforms 
as well. Like the band, they are taking a more 
traditional look. The majorettes will be sporting a 
red uniform with white piping down the front. The 
band front will wear a red, white and black piece 
with interchangeable pants and skirts. Band front 
members are receiving 40 uniforms, which are 
being purchased for the flags and color guard. The 
majorettes will receive 25 new uniforms.
 The process began with Mr. Shoener sitting down 
with the representative from the uniform company 
and describing what he would like to see. Together 
they chose a uniform that fitted what he wanted. 
Next in the schedule is to measure every band 
member for next year. That includes the upcoming 
members from the middle school.
 The uniforms are expected to arrive in August and 
be worn August 30 for the first football game.

EXPLORE — Mr. Howard Merrick’s and Mrs. Pamela 
Delenick’s government classes circled the White House on 
their trip to Washington, D.C. They left the school at 4 a.m. 
and returned around 7:30 p.m.

Ashley Delp
Style & Entertainment Editor

PAHS traditions reflect in new band uniforms

Photo by ashlEy dElP

1.What is the Dash for Dave?
 A charity run in honor of Dr. 
David Zanis started by Corey 
Conville.
2.How much money was raised?
 $4,607 was raised.
3.What part did you play in the event?
 I oversee the entire operation 
and communicate with the 
participants.
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Community gives back at athletic events

For the second year in a row, members of the 
community and students of Pottsville Area High 

School lined up along 18th and West Market Streets for 
the Dash for Dave, a one mile fun run and walk.
 “The Dash for Dave is a charity race, all the proceeds 
go towards three different charities,” Mrs. Mary Beth 
Conville, PAHS guidance counselor and organizer of the 
Dash for Dave, said. “It is a one mile fun run/walk, but all 
the money raised goes directly to charities, besides the 
little bit it costs to get T-shirts and that kind of stuff, the 
little odds and ends to organize the race. But after that, 
100% goes towards the 
charities.”
 The run is held in 
memory of Dr. David 
Zanis, who passed away 
in 2011. Dr. Zanis and his 
wife, Tina, co-founded 
Clinical Outcomes Group 
Inc. (COGI), one of the 
charities for which the 
Dash for Dave raises 
money. The Pottsville 
Rotary Club and 
Pottsville Kiwanis (Key) 
Club also benefit from 
the run. 
 “I met Dr. Zanis a few 
years ago. I knew he did 
a lot for our community, and I was in one of the clubs 
that he helped start at the high school,” Corey Conville, 
2012 PAHS graduate and founder of the Dash for Dave, 
said. “He was a really avid runner and he did a lot for the 
community, so I figured the best way to commemorate 
somebody who did so much was to organize something 
that he probably would have participated in.”
 Market St. was completely closed off for the run. 
Pottsville police helped guard barricades and had a 
motorcycle escort lead the participants.
 “People in our community have been so wonderful. 
They want to help, they want to donate, they want to be 
a part of it,” Mrs. Conville said.
 Runners of all ages took part in the event. The first 
heat was walkers and runners ages 50 and over. The 
second heat consisted of runners 19 to 49 years old 

and the final heat was runners 18 years and under. The 
participants either pre-registered or registered the day of 
the run. 
 “I gave [the runners] the forms they had to fill out 
and their tags, and I took their money and gave them 
T-shirts,” Sarah Williams, junior and Key Club member, 
said.
 Key Club helped Conville organize the event and find 
sponsors. They also ran the registration table, a snack 
table and first-aid station and helped keep score at the 
finish line. They will take over the job full-time next 

year.
 “This year Key Club was 
in charge of going out and 
getting business sponsors to 
be on the T-shirts, to donate 
prizes, donate money,” Mr. 
Andrew Smink, English 
teacher and Key Club adviser, 
said. “[Key Club] got pre-
registrations for runners and 
they’re working the tables 
under Corey’s supervision. So 
we’re trying to get them to do 
more to the point where they 
can run it.”
 Medals were given to the 
top three males and females 
in each heat. Senior Codi 

Wood and junior Paige Stoner both placed first in their 
heat. Two other PAHS seniors also placed: Eric Scanlan 
took second and Jake Plachko took third.
 “[I participated] because it’s a good cause and [Dr. 
Zanis] was my friend Adalie’s dad,” Stoner said.
 Gift baskets and flowers were raffled off after the race. 
The total amount of money raised at the Dash for Dave 
was $4,607.
 “I think [the Dash for Dave] is great because I 
remember coming down here to do the Make-A-Wish 
mile when I was little. As far as I know they don’t do that 
anymore, so this is the same course, it feels exactly the 
same. I think it’s nice to keep something like this going.  I 
knew Dr. Zanis, I interacted with him a fair amount so 
it’s also a little personal. It’s nice to do it for him and 
for his family,” Mr. Smink said.

Dash for Dave
Cheering and clapping, everyone counted down from ten. 

Then the horn went off, and within a few minutes after 
8 a.m., 2,500 runners crossed the starting line at the first 
Lager Jogger 5k, held in Pottsville April 13. It’s the largest 
footrace in Schuylkill County history.  
 “It’s something cool in Pottsville. It was pretty crazy. 
[People] came from all over,” junior Hannah Corbacio said. 
 According to race director Ms. Carrie Snyder, 55-60% 
of the racers were from Schuylkill County. Many also came 
from Philadelphia, and others traveled from 12-15 different 
states, some taking a plane to get there. 
 Ms. Snyder, along with marketing and partner relations 
director Ms. Kathryn Ross, started the Lager Jogger. Their 
business, CK Running, is based in Philadelphia. 
 “We were chatting with a business partner and came up 
with this idea. I love running, and we both love beer,” Ms. 
Snyder said. 
 The course started and finished in front of the Yuengling 
brewery, covering parts of Mahantongo Street, Norwegian 
Street and Howard Avenue. 
 “We didn’t know it was going to be on a mountain, but it 
was good. I liked it a lot. There were two hard hills, but that 
whole last mile was downhill, so that was fun,” Kyle Price, 
first place winner from New Jersey, said. 
 Because of the large number of people, runners took off in 
four corrals according to their estimated speeds, with elites 
in the front to walkers in the back. 
 In between were runners wearing beer costumes and 
carrying American flags. Bringing up the rear was a team of 
people carrying two logs on their shoulders. 
 The event, despite being centered around beer, was open 
to anyone, although only those 21 and over received beer 
tickets. 
 “I signed up for the race because I thought it would be a 
great way to support the community and a great way to get 

in shape with my fellow employees. I think it’s one of the 
many things that Pottsville as a community will start to do to 
involve all ages. I think it’s a great way to involve everybody 
in the community,” Mrs. Mikki McGinty, director of guidance, 
said. 
 After the race, runners and spectators enjoyed a block 
party in front of the brewery, where local businesses and 
food services set up tents. 
 The brewery was open for tours, and each runner received 
two free Yuengling Light Lagers. Later in the day, there was 
an awards ceremony and a charity raffle. 
 When the block party ended at 11 a.m., Maroons, The 
Wooden Keg and The Greystone opened their doors for the 
after party. 
 “It is bringing in a whole lot of people who aren’t from 
the area and probably haven’t been to the area, so it’s a 
great opportunity to showcase the city and the county,” 
Representative Mike Tobash said. 
 The charity benefited by the race was Operation 
Gratitude, which sends care packages to men and women 
stationed overseas. 
 Two dollars from each race registration were donated to 
this cause, and there was a tent at the block party where 
people could write a postcard to go in a care package for a 
soldier. 
 “When we were looking for a partner we went toward the 
military. It’s tough to be stationed so far from home,” Ms. 
Snyder said. 
 This year, registration filled up by January. Some people 
who didn’t register in time helped the volunteer firefighters to 
manage the course and water stations. Ms. Snyder expects 
the race to be an annual event. 
 “We really hope to be able to do it in years to come. It’s 
a really great town and everyone has welcomed us,” Ms. 
Snyder said. 

Lager Jogger

At the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in 
Pottsville, held May 17-18 this year in Veterans 

Memorial Stadium, the theme is the colors of cancer. 
There are 24 different colors of ribbons to represent 
various forms of the disease. 
 “Most people are walking for somebody, so they’re 
usually picking the cancer that brought them to the 
race. It should be a colorful event,” Ms. Leslie Wagner, 
Income Development Representative at the Schuylkill 
Unit of the American Cancer Society, said. 
 The general public can show its support for cancer 
research by walking laps around the track, by going to 
the luminary ceremony later in the evening or by making 
purchases from the teams who set up camp on the 
inside of the track. All proceeds go to finding a cure. 
 “I went to Relay [last year] because it’s something to 
do, and anything that you buy there goes to a charity,” 
sophomore Michaela Holloway said.  “This year my 
grandmother was diagnosed with lung cancer, so [I’m] 
going there to support it.”  
 At the luminary ceremony, thousands of candles are 
lit around the track and on the bleachers. Behind the 
scenes of this display are PAHS students. 
 “High school gym classes help set up all day long,” 
Ms. Wagner said. They help us fill luminary bags with 
sand, put candles in them and help us put them around 
the track. I don’t know how we’d get them done without 

them.”
 After the ceremony, a teen-centered event called Rock 
the Relay will be held again this year. It is a concert in 
the girls’ gym starting at midnight May 18. 
 A band will play from midnight to 3 a.m. and a DJ from 
3 a.m. to 5 a.m. Admission will be $5. 
 “We didn’t do it right last year. We let too much time 
go between the end of the ceremony. We’re bringing it 
back strong this year,” Ms. Wagner said.  
 A new event added to the festivities will be the 
Running for Hope 5k race hosted by team Control 
Alt Energy. The race will start May 18 at 8 a.m. in the 
stadium.  
 Over the past 19 years of Relay, volunteers and 
donors have raised $3.3 million for the Pottsville event 
alone. This year’s goal for the Schuylkilll unit of Relay is 
$168,000.  
 Anyone can form a team and camp out at Relay by 
registering online at main.acsevents.org. The cost is 
$10 per team member. The level of involvement and the 
amount of time spent fundraising for the Relay is up to 
each team. 
 “Some teams fundraise all year long. They really care 
about fighting cancer,” Ms. Wagner said. “During the 
event we need lots of people to do anything. All they 
need to do is go to the registration tent.” 
 As of May 9, 54 teams have raised $59,403.

Relay for Life

In addition to being a participant in an athletic charity event, 
one may also be a volunteer. Opportunities to do this can 

be found in Veterans Memorial Stadium, the backyard of 
Pottsville Area High School, where the 30th annual Special 
Olympics were held May 14. The Special Olympics provide 
mentally challenged children and adults with a chance to 
train and compete in athletic events. 
 PAHS students volunteering at the Special Olympics is a 
tradition that has been observed for all 30 of those years. 
 “It’s an experience where 
[the volunteers] get to see a 
whole side of life that they 
aren’t normally exposed 
to, so maybe it’ll soften 
them a little bit and make 
them see that life can be 
fickle and they’re pretty 
lucky with what they might 
have,” Mr. Andrew Smink, 
Key Club adviser, said. “But 
then at the same time they 
can see the courage and 
determination in people who 
were maybe dealt a hand 
not as full but yet they still 
lead happy lives and get to 
do things like this.” 
 Students from 11 other 
school districts in the area were also there. There was a total 
of 117 high school volunteers.
 “Every year we have volunteers from all 12 districts,” 
Mrs. Kim Keglovitz, manager for the Special Olympics of 
Schuylkill County, said. “It’s one of [the Special Olympics’] 
guidelines that the volunteers be 16 and older. The students 
are more responsible at that age. The older high school 
students work well with the athletes.” 

 This year, AID and Key clubs sent five students each to 
make and sell food for the athletes and their friends and 
families. 
  “We’re going to split the profits 50/50 with Key Club. All of 
AID’s profits will be going to charity.  We haven’t yet decided 
what charity this fundraiser will go to,” Mrs. Krista Torpey, 
AID adviser, said.
 Throughout the day, volunteers also timed events, set up 
equipment and encouraged the athletes. 

 “I think it’s a really good cause 
for the kids especially. It’s good 
that they get to do something like 
this,” senior Cassie Eagan, Key 
Club member and AID president, 
said. 
 Throughout the year, the 
Special Olympics needs coaches 
for its athletes. In the winter, 
athletes play bowling; in the 
spring, basketball, softball and 
swimming; and in the fall, soccer, 
volleyball and bocce*. 
 “This is my first year helping 
with the actual Olympics. I helped 
with swimming last year,” senior 
Briawna Cougle, AID member, 
said. It’s really exciting to see the 
smiles on the kids’ faces when 

they win a race or they learn a new stroke.” 

*Bocce is an Italian version of lawn bowling, a British game. 
The object is to bowl balls as close to another ball, the jack, 
without touching it.
For more information on becoming a Special Olympics 
coach, e-mail Ms. Keglovitz at keglk@iu29.org or go to www.
specialolympicspa.org.

Special Olympics

“People in our community have 
been so wonderful. They want to 
help, they want to donate, they 

want to be a part of it.” 
Mrs. Mary Beth Conville 

“It’s an experience where [the 
volunteers] get to see a whole side 

of life that they aren’t normally 
exposed to.” 

Mr. Andrew Smink 
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Team members discuss conclusion of their season
Compiled by Ryan Coyle
Sports Editor

Photos By Brittany sullivan and shea Polley

Spring Sports Check-Up

The NFL Draft this year was 
dominated by some good 
safeties and great linemen. 
The only thing is that this 
draft did not have many 
standouts. #NFLDraft
@MiguelDeleon12 

[My pick to win the NBA 
Finals is] Los Heat, because 
LeBron James is too good 
and every other team has 
some sort of notable injury. 
#NBAPlayoffs
@BrandonBridy12

I enjoy running track 
because it is really fun, in 
addition to the weather starts 
to get nice. #SpringSports
@HannahCorbacio11 

Boston is a great place with 
great people, and the Red 
Sox exemplified the type 
of people we need to be 
by honoring the Marathon 
victims. #BostonStrong 
@EliNabholz10

design By John shoener

graPhic By

Kim KroznusKi

editor-in-chief

HOW DID YOU BECOME INTERESTED IN TENNIS?
I LIKE TABLE TENNIS, AND TENNIS IS LIKE BIG TABLE TENNIS.

WOULD YOU RATHER PLAY SINGLES OR DOUBLES? WHY?
DOUBLES BECAUSE THEN I CAN BLAME SOMEONE ELSE WHEN WE LOSE.

WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO PLAY?
A TENNIS COURT.

DO YOU HAVE ANY PREGAME         

RITUALS?

WE [SOFTBALL TEAM] GET IN A CIRCLE, 

KNEEL AND PRAY TOGETHER. THEN WE 

CIRCLE UP WITH OUR ARMS AROUND 

EACH OTHER AND DO THE “CAN I GET A 

‘HOO-RAH’?”

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU WILL MISS 

ABOUT SOFTBALL?

I WILL MISS COACH MOHL HITTING 

BALLS TO US IN THE OUTFIELD.

WHO IS YOUR SPORTS ROLE MODEL 

AND WHY?

MY SPORTS ROLE MODEL HOPE SOLO 

BECAUSE SHE CAME FROM A BAD 

HOME LIFE BUT ENDED UP BECOMING 

THE GREATEST GOALKEEPER IN THE 

WORLD.

Design by John shoener

ProDuction eDitor-in-chief

“We started off at a 
slow pace, and as the 
season progressed 
we’ve had our ups and 
downs, but that only 
made us better as we 
approach the end of 
the season. We are in 
good shape heading 
into playoffs.” 

- Nick Hair
Senior, Baseball

“Our season concluded 
April 26, and it didn’t go 
as well as we expected, 
but we do return a lot of 
players for next season.”

- Kevin Wang 
Senior, Boys’ Tennis

“Our team’s season 
went very well. We 
were all working hard 
to do our best in meets 
and during practices.”

- Kurtis Killian 
Senior, Boys’ Track 
and Field 

“We are playing pretty 
well. We grew as a 
team and we got better 
throughout the season 
which was all I was really 
hoping to see.”

- Dan Beruck 
Junior, Boys’ Volleyball

“The season went 
amazing. We couldn’t 
ask for a better 
season. Beating 
Blue Mountain at the 
Eagles’ Nest was 
definitely the highlight 
of our season so far.”

- Sasha Thomas 
Senior, Girls’ Track 
and Field

“Our season is going 
pretty well. We’re hoping 
to earn the wild card spot 
in leagues and make it 
far into district play.”

- Meghan Boran
Senior, Softball
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As the 2012-13 school year comes to a close, 
students, especially seniors, begin to reflect 

on highlights from the past year. The following 
is a collection of PAHS varsity sports’ top 
accomplishments from 2012-13 organized in no 
particular order.

A First
 The girls’ basketball team picked up a significant 
win against cross-town rival Nativity in the Battle of 
the Hills Classic. The win over the Golden Girls was 
the Lady Tide’s first since 2004. They then went on 
to the district playoffs for the first time since 2005.

Milestones Reached
 A goal for many athletes is to cement their legacy 
among past greats in the record book. Seniors 
Bailey Roos and Kevin Wang did just that. In their 
respective sports, wrestling and swimming, Roos 
notched his 100th win and Wang tallied his 1,000th 
point.   

Division I Dominance
 Throughout the school year, six varsity teams 
won the Schuylkill League Division I crown. Girls’ 
volleyball, girls’ soccer, golf, boys’ cross country, 
girls’ cross country and boys’ basketball all advanced 
to postseason play as the top team from Division I. In 
the Schuylkill League playoffs, girls’ volleyball, girls’ 
soccer and golf all placed second; boys’ XC, girls’ 
XC and boys’ basketball won the Schuylkill League 
championship.

Champions Repeat 
 As mentioned above, boys’ XC, girls’ XC and boys’ 
basketball won the Schuylkill League Championship 
this past year. However, this is not the first time 
these teams have won it all. Girls’ XC won the title 
last season, making it back-to-back (2012 and 
2013), boys’ XC 3-peated (2011, 2012 and 2013), 
and boys’ basketball repeated as champions for the 
fourth time (2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013), which is 
an unprecedented feat in Schuylkill League boys’ 
basketball.

District Champion   
 On the day of graduation last year, the softball 
team defeated Bethlehem Catholic to win the AAA 
District 11 championship. After battling the Golden 
Hawks to a 1-1 tie going into the tenth inning, the 
Lady Tide exploded for four runs. They held onto the 
lead, winning the game by a score of 5-1. The Lady 
Tide also set a school record in softball for the most 
wins in a season with 23.  

 Certainly each team had its own special moments; 
however, I chose to include and most significant 
achievements. One thing is for sure - this past school 
year was a great one and will be remembered.
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Softball team strives for championship

Top sports moments recounted

Patrick Keating
Staff Writer

Pottsville and Blue Mountain battle with athletics
Autumn Minnich
Staff Writer

Ryan Coyle
Sports Editor

Ryan’s 
Breakmark

Pottsville and Blue Mountain students have a big 
Schuylkill County rivalry that dates way back. 

It doesn’t matter if they’re competing with sports, 
smarts or school spirit; they’re always competing. 
The competition didn’t stop the week of April 21; it 
kept going with track, softball and baseball.
 April 24, the boys’ and girls’ Crimson Tide track 
and field teams had an away meet against Blue 
Mountain at the Eagles’ Nest.
 The Blue Mountain Eagles defeated Pottsville’s 
boys’ team with a final score of 78-72. Blue 
Mountain had 10 first place winners, seven 
second places and seven third places. 
Pottsville had eight first place winners, 
eight second places and eight third 
places. Blue Mountain’s 
season record is 4-0 and 
Pottsville’s is 4-1. 
 “A loss to Blue 
Mountain is always 
a terrible thing, but it 
felt good to win discus 
and get a PR [personal 
record],” senior Dan Conville 
said. 
 Both the Blue Mountain girls 
and the Lady Tide fought until 
the final race. The final 
score was 75-75, adding 
a tie to the season 
record. Blue Mountain 
had nine first place winners, seven second places 
and nine third places. Pottsville had nine first place 
winners, eight second places and six third places. 
Pottsville’s season record is 4-0-1.
  The girls are also division champions for two 
years in a row. This is the first time in school history 
the team has achieved this goal.
 “It felt nice [to place in all three throwing events 
and tie Blue Mountain], but I could have done better,” 

junior Haley Drum said. “The team put forth an 
awesome effort, and although we tied with Blue 
Mountain, it still feels good.”
 April 26, both the varsity softball and baseball 
teams had home games against Blue Mountain. 
Both teams defeated the Eagles.
 At the 16th Street Field, the Lady Tide varsity 
softball team won the Schuylkill League Division 
I game against the Blue Mountain Lady Eagles 
by a final score of 4-0. In seven innings, 

sophomore Sara Tobin struck out 
eight girls and walked one. 

Blue Mountain had only one 
hit by their shortstop and 
pitcher junior Megan Tothero. 

Pottsville’s record is 
13-4; they have four 
games left in their 
regular season and 
three league games 
left. Blue Mountain’s 
record is 8-11.  They 
have one game left 

and made districts May 6.
  “It was great to [strike 

out eight girls and walk 
one] to a team like Blue 

Mountain,” Tobin said. “I 
didn’t want to just beat them; I wanted to 
shut them down.”
 At Steidle Field, the Crimson Tide 

varsity baseball team won the Schuylkill League 
Division I game against the Blue Mountain 
Eagles with a final score of 7-0. 
 Sophomore Eli Nabholz walked one batter, hit 
one batter and struck out 10. Nabholz also threw 
a no-hitter. 
 “It was an amazing feeling playing under the 
lights with the support from the fans,” Nabholz 
said.

From hours of long work in the weight room to 
preseason hitting workouts, the PAHS softball 

team put many hours of work into its season 
before it officially started. 
 “We set out a goal to win Division I which we 
won’t. Our second is to win the Schuylkill League 
and then get to states,” 
Mr. Rinaldo, head coach, 
said.
 The Lady Tide have 
a record of 13 wins and 
four losses. They have 
a league record of nine 
wins and two losses. 
 They are second in 
the Schuylkill League 
behind Pine Grove and 
are one game out from 
first.
 “It is going well. We 
have a good team and 
we all want to win,” 
junior Morgan Alisauckas 
said.
 They lost a lot of key 
seniors last year who 
played a large role in 
important positions.
 “Our biggest challenge 
this year was replacing 
last year’s seniors and key positions, especially at 
the pitcher and catcher spot,” Rinaldo said.
 The Tide suffered a one-run loss last year in a 
close game in states. 
 “We hope to win a district title and go farther in 
states,” Alisauckas said.
 The Lady Tide worked out in the weight room 
twice a week since the winter on Tuesday and 
Thursday. As the winter advanced, they began 
hitting workouts.

 “We had speed and agility training and lifting 
and hitting workouts,” junior Kyra Bulino said.
 The Lady Tide are currently fighting for the wild 
card spot to gain a berth in Schuylkill League and 
district playoffs.
 “We need to get into the Schuylkill League 

playoffs as a wild 
card. Our last home 
game is Panther 
Valley Wednesday. 
We need to win our 
last two to get into 
the Schuylkill league 
playoffs,” Mr. Rinaldo 
said.
 The Lady Tide has 
some roadblocks 
on their way back 
to states. They are 
competing at a 
higher level against 
larger schools.
 “We already 
qualified for 
the District 11 
tournament. Our 
biggest challenge 
is moving from 
AAA to AAAA and 
competing in AAAA,” 

Mr. Rinaldo said.
 They suffered a loss May 4 to Emmaus 4-1. 
In their next game they defeated Allentown Allen 
9-1, giving Coach Rinaldo his 100th win.
 “We have a group of girls who are all great 
athletes and great friends, but what makes us a 
great team is that the second we step onto the 
field, we put aside everything and play for each 
other and to succeed,” junior first baseman Julie 
Bulino said. 

HUDDLE — The Lady Tide’s infield meets during a break in a 
game. After finishing a succesfull regular season, the team 
hopes to continue its success in leagues and districts. 
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Sin is a powerful thing, but is putting extra 
taxes on soft drinks and fast food equal 

enough in power to achieve this status? One 
might not believe this to be true, but the 
government certainly believes that “sin 
taxes” are the next step to a healthier 
nation.
  A “sin” tax is what the high-ranking 
officials in our country, the mayors, 
senators, House representatives and 
president, decide to add onto the price of 
everyday items. 
 “Sin” taxes are used to compensate society for 
the drains “sinners” impose on the health care budget 
and to reduce the harm consumers do to themselves. 
 The idea of adding extra taxes on items such as soft 
drinks and fast food is absurd and uncalled for. What 
do people expect to happen? Making soft drink sizes 
only 16 ounces is not going to change much because 
more of the product will be sold. 
 People need to accept the fact that fast food, for example, 
is a part of our culture. It will always be an added factor on 
the obesity rate and the only reason that it affects obesity is 
because people do not know when to stop. Fast food should 
not be eaten every day, but once in a while is okay. No amount 
of “sin” tax is going to change that.
 In reality, these taxes will only marginally affect the upper and 
middle class in our society. The poor, on the other hand, will 
suffer the most because they have the least flexibility to change 
their spending habits.  
 There are three downfalls to instituting more “sin” taxes. 
These downfalls outweigh the benefits that government officials 
think will help the society. One downfall is lobbying, which is 
when money is spent to block the attempts at trying to enforce 
“sin” tax. The NCAAP, the Hispanic Federation and the American 
Beverage Association went to court in January to block a ban 
on large sugared soft drinks that New York City was said to be 
enforcing in March of this year.
 The second downfall would be regressive taxation, which is 
when the poor are hit the hardest because they cannot keep up 
with all of the added taxes.
 And the third downfall is when the revenue is not used for its 
intended purpose. One example would be the tax on tobacco. 
The money gained from the tax on tobacco was used to finance 
the general spending. The money should have been used to 
fund programs in medical research for smoke-related diseases.
 This idea that people have about making our society a 
healthier place is not going to happen unless constructive ideas 

are brought to the table. “Sin” tax is not one of them. 
The government is only robbing people of more 

money that they do not necessarily have. 
 Right now, the United States is so far in debt 
that adding taxes is not the right approach. 
These “sin” taxes will 
completely obliterate 

small family-owned 
businesses. Then more 

people will be struggling to 
pay their existing taxes, let 

alone buying things with 
“sin” taxes, which are 

everyday items. 
 Making food portions 
smaller is another 
pointless act in trying 
to make the society 
healthier. Even if portions 

are smaller, people will just buy 
more, like with smaller sized soft 
drinks.  Government officials need to 
realize that this is the worst approach 
possible. 
 Making these changes will only 
slowly but surely bring the economy 
and the society’s health down. People 
may even start to rebel against the fact 
that the government is trying to monitor 
what is being eaten and how much is being consumed. Again, 
this is the wrong approach.
 “Sin” taxes, smaller food portions - what is next? 
Government-issued food at every meal where they have 
computers monitoring food intake? 
 That may be too far-fetched, but this idea of making the 
society healthier can be approached in a better way that people 
can understand.
 In reality, no matter how the government tries to restrict the 
people from buying things that are bad for their health, nothing 
is going to stop them. People do not like to be told what they 
can or cannot eat or drink. Is this not a free country?
 What the people really need is guidance, not laws that give 
no leeway. The government could educate the public about the 
harms of high sugar intake and obesity.
 The problem is not what people eat or drink, it is how much. 
Then again, the government can do all they want to change this, 
but not much is going to work. The government needs to find 
another way to keep the public healthier. 

In April, the federal cigarette tax rate spiked from $0.39 to 
$1.01 per pack. This spike broke a record for increasing tax 

rates. The extra money made because more “sinful” items were 
purchased will help the federal budget and save many lives. It 
will stop a huge amount of kids from purchasing tobacco as well 
as other items along those lines. “Sin taxes” such as this one are 
a controversial subject. Whether people deem them necessary 
or not, they are an active law. The law is put into place to 
persuade people not to purchase items considered harmful by 
the government. Sin taxes are completely 
necessary because without them, people 
would indulge in things hazardous to their 
health and to their wallet.  
 If one is irresponsible enough to purchase 
items such as tobacco, alcohol, candies 
and soft drinks, one should have to pay a 
little bit of a price, especially with items like 
tobacco and alcohol. 
 “I think sin taxes are absolutely 
necessary. If someone wants to buy these 
items, which are mostly harmful, they 
should be taxed,” sophomore Patrick 
Brennan said. 
 Items such as tobacco, alcohol and 
sweets are taxed for a reason. The 
government just did not put a tax on these 
things because it felt like it. If items like 
these were more readily and affordably 
priced, people would easily indulge in them. 
 The point of these taxes is to convince 
people not to spend extra money on extra 
items. This is in hopes that a person will go to buy 
cigarettes and realize, “Wow, this is a huge waste of 
money.” 
 One  reason that things such as sweets or soda 

are taxed is because obesity rates are rising. The State-Level 
Estimated Annual Obesity-Attributable Expenditures in 2012 
said the amount spent on obesity costs in Pennsylvania was 
$6,997,000 (http://www.nccor.org). To compensate for that, 
the government made taxes. Things less dangerous but still 
unhealthy like soda and candy can also be health hazards. This 
explains why they are taxed. 
  As if the side effects of the dangerous items affected by sin 
taxes weren’t enough, the high costs consumers accumulate 

over time due to sin taxes should be enough 
to convince them not to purchase these items. 
The web site dailyfinance.com says the average 
smoker spends $1,500 on cigarettes each year 
(http://www.dailyfinance.com/smokers-know-
how-they-much-spend-on-cigarettes/). That 
should make one want to quit. 
 A person could save so much money if he 
didn’t indulge in ‘‘sinful’’ items. If a person still 
bought cigarettes if sin taxes were not present, 
he would still be wasting a lot of money. Sin 
taxes are enforced to increase the amount of 
money spent on these items  to reiterate how 
expensive luxuries like this are. 
 Sin taxes are crucial because the money 
accumulated from these taxes can go to help out 
a given area. Sin taxes can be used for things 
like getting help for certain addictions. Also, 
the taxes can be used for building things in a 
community. 
 Without sin taxes, there would have to be some 
other way to make money for these expenses. 

These other ways could potentially be troublesome. 
 Without sin taxes, people would be indulging in 
sketchy substances more often than they do now. It is 
absolutely important that sin taxes are part of society. 
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“[Sin taxes are] 
unnecessary because 
they’re just going to 
aggravate smokers, 
which will make them 
smoke even more, 
causing even more health 
problems.” #keepitcheap 
@JennaMorrow12

“When kids see 
celebrities do 
inappropriate things, they 
think it’s alright or ‘cool’ to 
do.” #YoureNotCool 
@IsabellaHuntzinger12

“Until Spotify came out, 
I hated Pandora. Now I 
am glad I can use Spotify 
instead of Pandora.” 
#Pandorahate
@HannahHench11

“I don’t feel like a 
negative impact is put 
on teen generations 
by celebrities. Demi 
Lovato, for example, is 
an inspiration for most 
teens. I feel like she 
makes so many young 
people feel better about 
themselves.” #inspiration 
@RachellePrice10

“I do not like the new 
40-hour limit on Pandora. 
Everyone should be able 
to listen to as much music 
for free [as] they want.” 
#pandoralimit 
@AshleyTurner10
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In the world of Hollywood, anyone will do anything to stay at the top. Fame is 
fleeting. Celebrities are doing anything to stay famous, and it’s harmful to the 

youth who look up to them. What celebrities are doing is proving to children 
that bad behavior gets attention.
 With all the technology today, children have access to every celebrity’s dirty 
little secret.  Child stars are wearing short clothes out in public and doing 
activities that most frown upon. Their actions are showing kids that if sweet, 
innocent Miley Cyrus from “Hannah Montana” can dress that way, then so can 
they.
 Celebrities like Taylor Swift do more harm than good with each new album. 
A once classy country singer is changing into an attention seeker. She plays 
it like every relationship she has is perfect until it’s over. After that, she always 
makes the guy seem bad. It’s unfair, and she just keeps adding to the list. 
It’s proving that it’s okay to whine and cry after every little breakup, but keep 
doing the same thing.
 For some reason, people are beginning to see an out-of-control, short-term 
relationship, drug and alcohol-filled lifestyle as something they would want for 
their futures. It’s thanks to stars like Britney Spears and Lindsay Lohan that 
this lifestyle has become a bigger idea.  If idols want the famous life, then they 
need to think twice before making poor decisions. 
  Everything Kim Kardashian does is a desperate cry for fame. It’s a new low 
of lows, yet she is rewarded with her own reality television shows. Society 
is allowing idiots to be famous and set the wrong examples for the future of 
America. Thanks to people like Kardashian, young women see themselves as 

Celebrities’ choices provoke adult behavior in today’s teens
Emily Brinich
Opinion Editor

In the Android Play Store, Pandora Internet Radio is in second place for the top 
downloaded app, coming in only behind Facebook, but with the new listening 
restrictions, this app may see itself falling from its placement in the Top Apps 
category. Pandora recently implemented a 40-hour limit for free mobile users 
due to a rise in royalties required by artists and major record labels. These new 
constraints are, in a way, a death wish for this mostly-free service.
 Some avid Pandora users may kind of struggle with these “free streaming” 
programs maintaining their reputations and businesses. Though Pandora offers 
a premium service for $3.99 per month where the user gets ad-free listening, 
unlimited skips and higher audio quality, most people are simply tired of paying 
for music. Even iTunes has been forced to raise some of its song prices to 
$1.29 instead of $0.99, as it used to be. While the music industry’s ship is 
sinking, it is dragging all of these convenient services down with it.
 The science behind it is simple: Music costs money. Musicians make music 
for people not only because they love to do it, but because it is their job. 
They are producing a product in return for revenue, much like the way fast 
food places produce hamburgers for revenue. Services like the now-defunct 
Limewire or its new-age bretheren The Pirate Bay and uTorrent offer free 
person-to-person sharing of music, movies, books, TV shows and more, but 
artists don’t benefit from piracy, and neither do pirates who get caught in the 
act— that could earn some unlucky soul up to five years in prison and $250,000 
in fines. So many people idolize musicians but aren’t willing to pay for their 
music.
 Popular services such as Spotify, iHeart Radio and Last.fm offer similar 
services as Pandora, but these allow for more skips and unlimited playing time 
on mobile devices. While those who resent paying for music still have options 
available, utilizing these choices instead of iTunes or paid music comes with 
stipulations. Pirates and Pandora-fanatics must realize that nothing comes free, 
and when people are willing to spend $5 on a Starbucks coffee but not $1 for a 
song, one may realize where the priorities of Americans lie.
 While school music programs take cuts left and right and the music industry 
is tanking, the world has an unsettled debt with musicians everywhere. We all 
have those songs that pull us out of negative thoughts, the songs we listen to 
on repeat and the songs that inspire us. Without them, where would we turn? 
Musicians are more than just musicians - they are psychiatrists, personal 
trainers, comedians and life coaches. If a person would willingly pay for any of 
these services, why wouldn’t he pay for his music?

Five best alternative (and legal) music services
1.) Last.fm — This website offers both radio services 
and music purchasing. Like Pandora, Last.fm offers 
artist and genre radio stations, but also allows the 
user to listen to his own music via the Scrobbler, a 
downloadable tool that one can use while listening to 
music on iTunes, Windows Media Player, Foobar2000, 
WinAmp or a number of other downloadable music 

players. It runs quietly in the computer’s taskbar and 
scrobbles, or tracks, every song played so, when one is away 

from his computer, he can log into the Last.fm site and play what is called “Your 
Library Radio”— a collection of all of the scrobbled songs on shuffle. It uses 
minimal advertisements and boasts more skips than Pandora (six skips per 
hour, where Pandora allows six every 24 hours), and since it uses the music 
from the user’s personal library, it plays only music that the listener wants to 
hear.

Music industry takes hit as listeners abuse free music on Pandora
2.) Rhapsody — For $10 a month, Rhapsody offers 
unlimited, ad-free music streaming. It combines the 
radio aspect of Pandora Plus and the wide variety 
of music offered by iTunes. With user-friendly apps, 
users can take their music on the go with or without 

data access, so that means no charges on the phone 
bill from using too much data. Rhapsody is extremely 

device-friendly, offering apps for iOS, Android, Blackberry, 
Squeezebox and Sonos systems, allowing for music and 

radio streaming pretty much anywhere. Rhapsody has a completeness to it 
that is lost in most other streaming apps and programs, and while it offers only 
a 128-kbps streaming bit rate, the listening experience is still next to flawless. 
While it is a paid program (and we ALL know how some people feel about that), 
it is well worth the money.

3.) Spotify — When Spotify hit the European internet 
world in 2008, it received over 10 million users within 
the first two years. Its 2011 US release doubled these 
numbers in a matter of months. Spotify provides both 
free and paid services that are both very similar to 
Pandora’s radio streaming, with a few differences. 

Spotify allows listeners to choose what songs to listen 
to instead of only playing similar artists; however, Spotify 

does not offer DRM-free downloads, so if one is looking to add 
Spotify music to his iPod or MP3 player, he must take his business elsewere. 
Though it has a larger music database than Rhapsody, Spotify has a setup that 
can be difficult for new users to figure out, so one may want to look into other 
programs for an easy-to-use layout.

4.) Songbird — Songbird has found its own way to 
revolutionize the bond between fans. This free program 
incorporates an embedded browser linked directly to 
Songbird.me, the program’s official website where 
users can search for music, weed through thousands 
of related YouTube videos and find new, similar artists. 

Songbird does not support music purchasing, but the biggest problem with the 
Songbird application is its capacity. Any music library above a few gigabytes 
will cause the program to crash or freeze after every few songs, but without 
its few bugs, Songbird has a very promising future. Its apps for both iOS and 
Android are easy to use and offer the same specs as the website and desktop 
application.

5.) iTunes — Apple seems to have a major problem 
with fixing and improving things that aren’t broken, and 
iTunes is no exception. With every iOS update, a new 
iTunes desktop update quickly follows, and while its 
most recent changes pitch nothing exciting to users, the 
iTunes Store has faced little scrutiny as it continues to 

support any and all Apple users in some way, shape or 
form. Since its beginning, the iTunes Store has offered an 

extensive library of music that users can purchase as individual 
tracks or as whole records. While this music would most likely go to waste in a 
transition from iPod/iPhone to Android or Windows, Apple is always considered 
to be top-notch in service. The limited music usage is great for artists looking 
to diminish illegal copies of their music, but becomes a major drawback for 
its users looking to have music on multiple devices across different operating 
systems. Overall, the iTunes Store seems to be the program that needs the 
most improvement - not the iPhone, iPad, Mac or iPod - but it does what it is 
intended to do, which is provide music to its users.

sex objects, which are highly “valued” 
by our culture.
  Hollywood has a huge influence on 
every teen and even some adults in 
America. Superheroes like Christian 
Bale and Carrie Underwood have 
showed the youth good messages. 
Unlike Swift, Underwood sings songs 
that she believes could connect with 
kids, like her song “Good in Goodbye.” 
Bale helped victims get through a tough 
time with the Aurora, Colo., theater 
shooting at the midnight release of 
“The Dark Knight Rises” when he 
visited the survivors in the hospital.
 These heroes are few in number and 
are rarely seen for their good deeds. 
Instead, everyone 
publishes the wrongs 
more than the good. 
It’s shameful that more 
stories about good 
celebrities aren’t seen all 
over the magazines. 
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Get the WHOLE gang to the prom for a      
fraction of cost for a limousine.  Ed’s USA has 

a great selection of SUVs, vans, and buses 
that can accommodate from 7-21 passengers.  

At Ed’s you get a full 24 hour rental period 
for all vehicles.  Call us today for your free 

quote!!
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Coaxing music out of the piano in the Little 
Theater, junior Rebecca Ohnmacht performs 
“Moonlight Sonata” in her group’s History 
Night presentation on Vaudeville. “We decided 
that putting an entertainment aspect into our 
performance like it was back in the day was a 
good idea,” Ohnmacht said. 

Perform
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